
Hunger: Facts & Figures 
 
The world is facing a hunger crisis unlike anything it has seen in more than 50 years.  
There were 1.4 billion people in extreme poverty in 2005.  The World Bank estimates 
that the spike in global food prices in 2008, followed by the global economic recession 
in 2009 and 2010 has pushed between 100-150 million more people into poverty. 
 
GLOBAL HUNGER: 
 
925 million people do not have enough to eat -- more than the populations of USA, 
Canada and the European Union.  (Source: FAO news release, 14 September 2010)    
 
98% of the world's hungry live in developing countries.  (Source: FAO news release, 
2010) 
 
Asia and the Pacific region is home to over half the world’s population and nearly two 
thirds of the world’s hungry people.  (Source: FAO news release, 2010) 
 
Women make up a little over half of the world's population, but they account for over 60 
percent of the world’s hungry.  (Source: World Food Programme) 
 
65% of the world's hungry live in only seven countries: India, China, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Pakistan and Ethiopia.  (Source: FAO news 
release, 2010)  
 
One of every three people in sub-Saharan Africa suffers from malnutrition. 
 
CHILD HUNGER: 
 
Every day, almost 16,000 children die from hunger-related causes. That's one child 
every five seconds.  Half of these children (8,000) are under age 5.  In all, more than 
22,000 kids lose their lives each day, most of them to poverty, disease, and, yes... 
hunger.  The biggest tragedy?  Almost all of these deaths are absolutely, 100% 
preventable.   
 
More than 70% of the world's 146 million underweight children under age five years live 
in just 10 countries, with more than 50 percent located in South Asia alone.  (Source: 
Progress for Children: A Report Card on Nutrition, UNICEF 2006)   
 
In 2008, nearly 9 million children died before they reached their fifth birthday.  One third 
of these deaths are due directly or indirectly to hunger and malnutrition.  Malnutrition is 
not having enough nourishing food, with adequate amounts of protein, vitamins, 
minerals and calories to support physical and mental growth and development.  
Children who survive early childhood malnutrition suffer irreversible harm—including 
poor physical growth, compromised immune function, and impaired cognitive ability.  
 



Around the world, 178 million children under 5 are stunted, low height for age.  Of all 
stunted children, 90% live in just 36 countries, most of them in sub-Saharan Africa and 
South and Central Asia. 
 
Worldwide, 161 million preschool children suffer chronic malnutrition.  
 
Children who are moderately underweight are more than four times more likely to die 
from disease than well-nourished children. 
    
Sources: United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation, World Food Programme, 
www.one.org, www.africare.org, www.theholeinourgospel.com, www.30hourfamine.org.   


